
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Beauty From 
Ashes these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: One of my favorite books is A Man Called Peter, by Catherine Marshall.  
She tells the story of her late husband, Peter Marshall, who was pastor of New York 
Avenue Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C., for many years and also served as 
chaplain for the United States Senate.  She told of her husband’s emigration from 
Scotland as a young man, and how he worked different blue-collar jobs to raise money 
for seminary.  For a while his life seemed to be at a standstill, but finally the doors 
began to open, and then things began to move very rapidly.  When Peter Marshall 
recalled those experiences he would often comment, “Sometimes God seems slow in 
moving, but when He starts, He really moves!” 
 
 At the time I read that book, I was going through some similar struggles of my own.  I 
had already finished seminary, but I was still packing and shipping mail orders in a 
department store.  I sometimes wondered if I had missed my calling or if God had 
abandoned me.  Yet when God started moving, He really moved.  The strange thing is, 
when God finally answered my prayers, it almost seemed too good to be true!  I can 
understand how Zacharias felt after all these years of waiting and praying for a child.  
God had not answered his prayer, and now he and his wife were too old to have 
children.  When the angel Gabriel told him his prayer had finally been answered, 
Zacharias couldn’t believe it.  Not only was he going to have a son, but his son would 
be the forerunner of the long-awaited Messiah. 
   

I. A marvelous message. 
 
A. Zacharias saw an angel in the temple. 

1. This was a special day for Zacharias. 
a. Since there were so many priests in Israel at this time, they only 

served twice a year for one week.   
b. Zacharias had been chosen by lot to burn incense that day.  A 

priest seldom got this honor more than once in a lifetime. 
2. Zacharias was afraid when he saw the angel. 

a. No one had heard a word from God in four hundred years. 
b. The angel was standing to the right of the altar, which meant he 

had come bringing good news. 
B. The angel told him his prayer had been answered. 

1. What “prayer” was the angel talking about? 
a. He may have been referring to Zacharias’ prayer for a son, even 

though he had long given up hope of this prayer being answered. 
b. It was customary for priests to pray for the coming of the Messiah.  

It’s possible the angel was referring to both prayers. 
2. The angel told Zacharias what his son would do. 
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a. He would be called John, which means “the Lord is gracious”. 
b. He would be great in the Lord’s sight. 
c. He would not drink wine or strong drink. 
d. He would be filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb. 
e. He would come in the spirit and power of Elijah and fulfill the 

prophecy of Malachi (Malachi 4:6). 
• Was it merely a coincidence that the angel appeared to 

Zacharias on the day he was chosen to burn incense?  As one 
who believes in the sovereignty of God, I don’t think anything 
happens by chance.  This all happened according to God’s plan.  
He would give Zacharias a son, but Zacharias had to wait on 
God’s timing.   

 
 

II. A supernatural sign. 
 
A. Zacharias was skeptical. 

1. He had long lost hope in having a son. 
a. By this time he and his wife were too old to have children. 
• It’s easy for us to criticize Zacharias on this point, but long periods 

of unanswered prayer have a way of testing your faith.  I prayed 
long and hard for God to give me a wife.  Many years passed, and I 
had just about resigned myself to a life of bachelorhood, but then 
God allowed me to meet my wife Celia.  When we finally got 
engaged, it almost seemed surreal.  I often found myself 
wondering, “Is this really going to happen?”  Thank the Lord, it did!  

b. He was probably also skeptical that his child would have such a 
close connection to the long-awaited Messiah. 

2. The angel identified himself as Gabriel. 
a. He is one of three angels in the Bible who is mentioned by name. 
b. He is mentioned twice in the book of Daniel, and both times he is 

connected with the Messiah. 
B. Gabriel promised a sign to Zacharias. 

1. Zacharias would be struck dumb until the child was born. 
a. God had previously used muteness as a sign for Ezekiel (Ezek. 

3:26). 
b. Zacharias’ loss of speech would be both a sign and a punishment 

for his lack of faith. 
• Doubt is not always a sin.  It’s one thing to have legitimate 

questions, as Mary did, but it’s quite another to continue doubting in 
the face of convincing evidence.  An angel personally appeared to 
Zacharias and told him what would happen.  How much more 
evidence did he need? 

2. When Zacharias came out of the temple, he was indeed unable to 
speak. 
a. He “beckoned” to the other priests (1:22).  
• I’ve sometimes imagined just how this conversation went.  I don’t 

know, but I suspect Zacharias was making all kinds of frantic 
gestures to the other priests in an attempt to describe what he’d 
seen.  His muteness was a fitting punishment.  He’d just seen the 
first angel anyone had seen in four hundred years and was told that 
the Messiah would soon arrive.  Yet he couldn’t tell anyone about it! 

b. The other priests were convinced he had seen a supernatural 
vision. 
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III. A powerful proclamation. 
 

A. Nine months later, the baby was born. 
1. When the baby was eight days old, their family and neighbors gathered 

to circumcise him and officially name him. 
a. Circumcision is still a celebratory event in Jewish cultures. 
b. The family wanted to name the baby Zacharias after his father, 

even though this was an uncommon custom in those days.  
2. Elisabeth insisted that he be named John. 

• Evidently both Elisabeth and Zacharias had learned their lessons.  
When God tells you to do something, you obey first and ask 
questions later!   

B. Zacharias motioned for a writing tablet. 
1. Zacharias wrote, “His name is John.”  As the father, his word was final. 

a. The people “marveled”.   
1) If Zacharias was deaf, they may have wondered how he knew 

that the child was to be named John. 
2) If Zacharias was not deaf, people probably marveled at the fact 

that he agreed with Elisabeth on this point. 
b. They were even more astonished when Zacharias was able to 

speak! 
2. When Zacharias spoke, people knew something miraculous had 

happened. 
a. They spread the word all through Judea. 
b. Zacharias’ prophecy about his son probably increased their 

wonder.  If this baby was the forerunner of the Messiah, could the 
Messiah be far behind? 

 
Conclusion: Some years ago I took a flight from Memphis to Virginia.  The weather 
was bad, so my plane was late.  I had to change planes in Atlanta, and I was worried 
about whether I would miss my connecting flight.  I made it to Atlanta on time, but I 
needn’t have worried, because my connecting flight was late, too.  In fact, it was several 
hours late.  Some flights were canceled, and I was worried mine would be, too.  Finally 
our plane arrived, and we got aboard and took off for Lynchburg.  After a while our pilot 
announced we would be landing in Lynchburg soon.  We waited and waited.  The pilot 
came on again and said a storm had gotten there ahead of us, and he was waiting for it 
to clear up.  We waited some more, and he finally announced we had been diverted to 
Raleigh-Durham.  We spent the remainder of the night in the airport, and the next 
morning they put us on a bus for Lynchburg.  We finally arrived around 8:00 that 
morning, some twelve hours later than originally scheduled. 

 
Days later when I was flying back to Memphis, I couldn’t help noticing the 

airline’s slogan: “On Time, Every Time.”  I’ll be honest: I wanted to rip that sign right off 
the wall!  Now I know what you’re thinking, and you’re correct.  Airlines can’t always 
help it when planes are late.  After all, they can’t control the weather.  But aren’t you 
glad to know we have a God who is on time, every time?  Nothing is beyond His control, 
and His promises are always true.  He may not always do things when we want, but His 
plans and timing are always perfect.  Keep your eyes on Him, and trust His promises.  
He will answer your prayers in His own time.   
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