
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Beauty From 
Ashes these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: The Statler Brothers used to sing a popular song called “The Class of 
‘57”.  It was a sentimental song about their high school graduating class.  Like most 
teenagers, they all had their big dreams about how they were going to change the 
world.  Unfortunately, as the song notes, the harsh realities of the world caught up with 
them and their dreams were never fulfilled.  The song concludes with the words, “Things 
get complicated when you get past eighteen, but the class of ’57 had its dreams.”  The 
older I get, the more I appreciate that song (I finished high school thirty years ago, the 
class of ’57 was younger then than I am now!).  We often talk big in our younger years, 
but life has a way of not turning out as we expected.  Sometimes our unfulfilled dreams 
leave us feeling like failures. 
 
 If there was anyone who felt like the ultimate failure, it was Peter.  He had vowed he 
would follow Jesus to prison and, if necessary, even death.  Yet when the chips were 
down, Peter denied knowing Jesus – not once, but three times.  The good news is, 
none of this caught Jesus by surprise.  He knew Peter would deny Him, and He had 
already told Peter He had prayed for Him.  Aren’t you glad to know God doesn’t throw 
us away when we fail Him?  Jesus told Peter to “strengthen” his brethren after he was 
restored.  In other words, Peter’s failures and restoration could serve as an 
encouragement to others.   
 

I. His salient cowardice (Luke 22:54-62). 
 

A. Peter followed Jesus to the high priest’s house. 
1. A maid noticed Peter and said He was one of Jesus’ disciples. 

a. She may have seen Peter come in with John, who gained entrance 
because he was known by the high priest (John 18:15-17). 

b. Peter flatly denied knowing Jesus. 
2. Another person recognized Peter. 

a. Mark says this person was a maid (Mark 15:69), but Luke identifies 
the person as a “man”. It appears there was more than one person 
talking to Peter at this time. 

b. As Jesus predicted, Peter denied it a second time. 
3. After an hour, another person identified Peter. 

a. “For thou art a Galilean” – According to Matthew, Peter’s accent 
gave him away. 

b. Matthew and Mark said Peter denied it this time with cursing and 
swearing.  That is, he called curses down on himself if he were 
lying. 

B. After the third denial, the rooster crowed. 
1. Jesus turned and looked at Peter. 
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a. Most likely, His expression was one of sorrow and pity. 
b. In any case, you can be sure it cut Peter to the bone. 

2. Peter went outside and wept. 
• Most of us have said things we wish we could take back.  How 

much worse is it when your words hurt someone you love?  When 
Jesus looked at Peter, he knew Jesus had heard his denials and 
his oaths.  Peter was reminded of Jesus’ words to him, but he 
probably also thought about all the promises he’d made.  Judas 
committed suicide the next morning.  The Bible doesn’t say, but I 
suspect Peter may have seriously considered doing likewise.   

 
II. His supernatural courage (Acts 4:8-13). 

 
A. Peter was standing before the Sanhedrin. 

1. Several weeks had passed since Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
a. The Holy Spirit had descended on the apostles. 
b. Peter preached a powerful sermon and 3000 souls were saved. 

2. Peter and John had just healed a lame man at the temple. 
a. When Peter saw the crowd’s astonishment at the miracle, he 

immediately began telling them about Jesus. 
b. As a result, Peter and John were brought before the Sanhedrin. 

B. They asked Peter by what power or name he had done this miracle. 
1. Peter launched into a presentation of the gospel. 

a. He told of Jesus’ crucifixion, and he noted that it was carried out by 
the same council that he now addressed. 

b. God had raised Jesus from the dead.  Without the resurrection, 
there is no gospel (1 Corinthians 15:14). 

c. Peter cited Psalm 118:22 to reinforce his point. 
• Jesus cited this same passage in the parable of the wicked 

husbandmen (Matt. 21:42; Mark 12: 10; Luke 20:17).  Scholars 
debate whether the term “head of the corner” should be translated 
as “cornerstone” or “capstone”.  I prefer “cornerstone” because it’s 
the stone on which the entire building rests.  Without the 
cornerstone, the building collapses. 

2. He emphasized that salvation is found in Christ alone. 
• Many people think it doesn’t matter what you believe as long as 

you’re sincere.  You can be sincere and still be wrong.  When I was 
a sophomore in college, I missed a history exam because I was 
mistaken about the time.  I sincerely thought the test was at 2:30, 
when in fact it was at 1:00.  I was sincere, but I was wrong.   

3. The reaction of the Sanhedrin.  
a. They marveled at the boldness of Peter and John. 
b. They noted that the men had been with Jesus. 
• What a striking contrast!  Just weeks before, Peter had denied 

knowing Jesus, and John had fled when He was arrested.  Now 
both of them stood before the Sanhedrin and boldly proclaimed Him 
as the one and only Savior of the world.  Two factors account for 
this change: (1) Jesus’ resurrection, and (2) the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

 
Conclusion: One of my favorite movies is “Sands of Iwo Jima.”  John Wayne played 
Marine Sergeant John Stryker, who is put in charge of a rifle squad in the South Pacific 
during World War II.  One of his men, Al Thomas (played by Forrest Tucker) has a past 
grudge against the sergeant.  The men get their first taste of combat at Tarawa.  During 
the battle, Thomas makes a careless mistake that gets one man killed and another one 
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seriously wounded.  Sometime later, Stryker learns what happens and confronts 
Thomas about it.  Thomas confesses that he did wrong, and Stryker made a rather 
profound comment: “Everyone makes mistakes, I guess, but when we make one a 
whole stack of chips goes with it.  You make a mistake out here and some guy don’t 
walk away (sic).  Forevermore he don’t walk away!” He was absolutely correct.  
Everyone makes mistakes, and some mistakes are more costly than others.  However, 
he also made this comment: “I guess all we can do is take it, and try not to let it happen 
again.”  Thomas assured the sergeant that his mistake would not be repeated. 

 
As Christians, we can carry that statement one step further.  We have a gracious 

and loving God who forgives our past mistakes.  Sure, some mistakes are very costly, 
so we need to make wise choices in life.  Yet no matter how far you’ve strayed or how 
big a mess you’ve made, our God always stands ready to forgive and give you another 
chance.  After Jesus rose from the dead, He made Peter affirm his love for Him three 
times.  Then he predicted that Peter would face difficult times in the future and die a 
martyr’s death (John 21:15-19).  It was Jesus’ way of saying, “Peter, you failed me 
before, but you won’t make this mistake again.”  The same Jesus that forgave Him can 
forgive you.      
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