
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study More Than 
Enough these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

 
Introduction: When I was a college student, I attended National Student Week at 
Ridgecrest a couple of times.  The lodge where we stayed was some distance from the 
main conference center, and we usually got there by taking a shortcut through the 
woods.  The main walkways at Ridgecrest were well-lit, but that path through the woods 
was not.  The overgrowth from the trees was rather thick, so it shut out most of the light 
from the moon.  We weren’t likely to get lost as long as we stayed on the path, but the 
ground was very uneven, and it was difficult to see the path in the dark.  You could take 
a nasty spill if you put your foot in the wrong place.   A couple of times some friends and 
I would set out on that dark path, but we had to walk slowly to make sure we didn’t trip 
and fall.  More often than not, thankfully, some friends would come along that were 
resourceful enough to bring a flashlight.  Believe me, that light was a very welcome 
sight! 
 
 In this modern age of electricity, we tend to take light for granted.  We don’t realize how 
important it is until we have to do without it.  How many of us have groped through our 
homes during a power outage as we tried to find candles or lanterns?  Without light, it’s 
very difficult to find your way around.  The Lord Jesus said He is “the Light of the world”.  
That is, He is our guide through this world, and helps us avoid pitfalls along the way. 
 
 

I. A heartfelt proclamation. 
 

A. Jesus was in Jerusalem at the conclusion of the Feast of Tabernacles. 
1. During this feast the Jews would dwell in tents or temporary shelters. 

a. It commemorated the Hebrews’ wandering in the wilderness. 
b. It celebrated the harvest. 

2. Each night the priests would light lamps in the temple court. 
a. It reminded the Jews’ of God’s guidance through the wilderness with a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 
b. It reminded them that God was the true light. 

B. Jesus declared that He is the Light of the world.  
1. Just as light gives physical guidance, Jesus gives spiritual guidance. 

a. He shows us the difference between right and wrong. 
b. He separates truth from falsehood. 
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c. He exposes wickedness and hypocrisy.   
• “If you shine light into a dark corner where dastardly things are 

being done, people will throw rocks at the light and at the person 
who’s holding the light.” – Richard Land 

2. The Pharisees no doubt regarded such a claim as blasphemy. 
a. Since it was the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus was clearly identifying 

Himself with the God that had guided Israel through the wilderness. 
b. The image of light was often connected with the Messiah (Isaiah 9:2; 

42:6; Luke 2:32). 
c. In Jewish theology, only God could be “the light of the world.” 
 

• “I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing 
that people often say about Him: I’m ready to accept Jesus as a 
great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his claim to be God. That is 
the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and 
said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral 
teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man 
who says he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of 
Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the 
Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut 
him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you 
can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come 
with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human 
teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.” – 
C.S. Lewis 

 
II. A heated conversation. 
 

A. The Pharisees challenged Jesus on a technical point. 
1. Since Jesus was testifying about Himself, the Pharisees did not believe 

they were obliged to accept His testimony. 
a. Jesus had earlier stated, “If I bear witness of myself, my witness is not 

true” (John 5:31).  The Pharisees may have been trying to use this 
against Him. 

b. On that same occasion, Jesus noted that John the Baptist had born 
testimony to Him, but the Pharisees still didn’t believe (John 5:35; Mark 
11:27-33). 

2. Jesus insisted that His testimony was indeed true. 
a. He knew where He had come from and where He was going. 

• One time my Dad and I were discussing movies about World War 
II, and how they’re not always true to the facts.  Dad said even 
documentaries don’t always get it right.  He referred to a program 
he’d recently seen about a certain battle, and he said, “That’s not 
the way it happened.  I know, because I was there!”  In the same 
way, Jesus could give reliable testimony about heaven and His 
Father and His Father’s eternal plan of redemption.  He knew 
because He was there! 

b. The Pharisees didn’t believe Him because they were spiritually blind. 
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B. Jesus noted a marked contrast between Himself and the Pharisees. 
1. The Pharisees judged “according to the flesh”. 

a. They had their own ideas of what the Messiah would be like, and 
Jesus did not fit the mold. 

b. They had a low opinion of people from Galilee (John 7:52). 
2. Jesus’ judgment was (and still is) always correct.   

a. At this time, Jesus had not come to judge the word (John 3:17). 
b. If He had chosen to judge them, His judgment would be true, because 

He judges with all the authority of God Himself. 
c. Someday He will judge this world (Matt. 25:31-46; Rev. 20:11-15). 

 
III. A heavenly validation. 

 
A. Jesus could provide an extra witness to back up His claim. 

1. On a previous occasion, Jesus had cited four witnesses to Himself. 
a. John the Baptist (John 5:33-35). 
b. His miracles (John 5:36). 
c. His heavenly Father (John 5:37). 
d. The Scriptures (John 5:29). 

2. This time He only cited Himself and His heavenly Father. 
a. Since Jesus is God Incarnate, He did not need to justify Himself to the 

Pharisees or anyone else. 
b. His Father had already backed up His claims with miracles (John 

5:19). 
B. The Pharisees asked Him, “Where is your Father?” 

1. They thought He was referring to a human father. 
a. The fact that they jumped to this conclusion proved they did not know 

Jesus’ true Father at all. 
b. If they had only known who Jesus was, they would have known who 

His Father was (John 14:9). 
2. To reject Jesus is to reject God Himself. 

a. Many people have difficulty with the idea that God would send 
someone to hell for rejecting Jesus.  They fail to understand that 
rejecting Jesus is no small matter (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). 

b. Christians may have legitimate disagreements on some points of 
doctrine, but to deny Jesus is to deny the true and living God. 

 

Conclusion: Years ago I took a trip to Gatlinburg, Tennessee.  I’d been there a 
few times before, and it’s a beautiful place.  However, I must confess it’s not my favorite 
place to drive.  For some reason, I always seem to get lost.  I do pretty well in most 
towns, but Gatlinburg always confuses me.  The streets twist and turn every which way, 
and I tend to lose all sense of direction (my sense of direction isn’t that great, anyway).  
As I arrived in town this time, I thought about my previous misadventures there, so I 
decided to be prepared.  I stopped at the Visitors’ Center and picked up a map.  This 
time I didn’t have nearly as much trouble.  I got disoriented a few times, but all I had to 
do was look at my map and then I’d get back on the right track.  I had tried using my 
own instincts before, but that only got me in trouble.  It was much better to have a 
guide! 
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Some people try to make their way through this world the same way I tried to 
make my way through Gatlinburg.  They trust in their own intelligence and their own 
instincts.  They think they have sense enough to decide for themselves what is true or 
false, and what is right or wrong.  As a result, they inevitably get themselves into 
trouble.  Aren’t you glad we have a reliable guide?  Jesus is the Light of the World.  This 
world is filled with spiritual darkness, but as long as we keep our eyes on the Light, we 
will always find the right way. 
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