
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Re-Finance: 
Ancient Wisdom for Modern Money Management these sermon outlines will use the 
same Scripture passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the 
study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: Dobie Gilles statement, “I don’t have anything against work. I just figure, 
why deprive somebody who really loves it,” stands in sharp contrast with David 
Hubbard’s statement, “Hard work ought to be the normal routine of us who serve a 
carpenter Christ, who follow the lead of a tentmaker-apostle, and who call ourselves 
children of a Father who is still working (John 5:17).” 
 
The writer of Proverbs makes a startling contrast in this text between the sluggard and 
the ant. The sluggard or slug is a slimy snail-like creature that has no shell. It crawls 
slowly and without direction. Sluggards epitomize the lazy. Laziness results in a dirt-
poor life—materially, socially, emotionally, and spiritually. An ant, by contrast, works 
because that’s what ants do. No one has to watch over him to make sure he is doing his 
job. He doesn’t have to punch a time clock because his work never ends. He doesn’t 
worry about how much he is being paid because he knows that all the other ants are 
doing their part too and that the needs of the colony will be met. The ant is the example 
of industry, diligence, and planning. 
 
We, therefore, are to avoid the lifestyle of the sluggard and mimic the example of the 
ant. God doesn’t desire us to be lazy, like the sluggard. Throughout history, the ant has 
shown great industry. It is wise to follow someone or something that teaches us good 
habits. If so, we will be wise, have an abundance of resources, and experience 
prosperity. 
 
What specifically are we to mimic about the ant? 
 

1. Work without oversight (v. 7). 
In other words, do your work without being forced, coerced, or manipulated by income 
or threat of punishment. Be self-motivated. Do your work because work is good, noble, 
needed, meaningful, and a blessing. 
 
The ant works without another over him. Nobody has to set their alarm or hold them 
accountable or check their time cards. Nobody has to tell them what to do. Ants get the 
job done, because that is the nature and the character of ants. They work. They were 
created to work. To deprive them of work would kill them. 
 
The same should be true for us. We work because we work for a higher power and 
greater calling. We follow God’s example. God is a worker and He calls His people to 
work as He did.  
 
When we work without oversight the familiar statement said around many a water cooler 
would never be said of us: “When the cat’s away the mice will play.”  
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2. Work without being driven (v. 8). 

The sluggards are procrastinators. They put things off until the last minute and are late 
for everything, if they show up at all. They blame everyone and everything for their 
failure to accomplish anything rather than to admit that they are lazy. They are terrible 
planners; in fact, they don’t plan for anything. They live for the moment, reacting to 
whatever comes instead of preparing for the inevitable realities of life. 
 
The ant plans and prepares for what might come. The ant prepares ahead and is never 
without food. He knows that if he wants provisions through the winter he will have to 
work hard during the summer. The provisions are stored in the summer so there are 
stockpiles in the winter.  
 
The writer of Proverbs was writing to his son in a culture of this time that had no 
government social programs to serve as a safety net against poverty. If he wanted to 
eat, he must work. There were no other safeguards. Without planning and proper 
preparations, he was doomed. 
 
Likewise, we should not have to be driven to work, but should do our work, because it 
needs to be done. We should work hard and prepare ahead for our winters—job loss, 
emergencies, vacations, retirements, etc. 
 
We need to practice the 5 Ps of an effective worker: Proper planning prevents poor 
performance. We must plan ahead. Remember it wasn’t raining when Noah started 
building the ark.  
 

3. Work without excuses (vv. 9-10). 
The sluggard does not just sleep in or sleep late or take unnecessary time off. This lazy 
person uses every kind of excuse to avoid work. He says, “I have to sleep a little, I do 
not have time to work right now.” It has been said that if you don’t want to do something 
that any excuse will do. No one can find more excuses to not do something than the 
person who is too lazy to do anything. 
 
The ant, in contrast, is hardworking, industrious, and active. They don’t make excuses. 
The get up and get after it. No one has to tell them to go to work.  
 
It reminds me of another ant story. A golfer hit an errant shot that landed on an ant hill. 
His first feeble attempt to strike the ball failed, as did his second and third. Dirt and ants 
were flying everywhere. Finally, one ant said to another: “If we don’t get on the ball we 
are going to die.” 
 
Wasn’t this the point of this teaching? Active, hard work leads to productivity and life. A 
failure to work leads to poverty and death.   
 
Money is earned by the sweat of the brow and with busy hands. People who do not like 
work receive no payment. 
 

4. Work without worry (v. 11). 
This text leaves us with a final caveat: Work leads to wealth. Occasionally, some fool 
might fall into money through an inheritance or dumb luck. The pervasive way to wealth 
comes through laboring down the long road of work. The ant was industrious. He did not 
have to worry about the results. He knew that they would come because he had 
invested his efforts and made the proper payments of work. 
 
A wealthy grandfather told his young grandson who asked him about how he could 
become rich, too, said, “All you have to do is work half a day.” The grandson was 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

thinking this sounds pretty easy. But before the young man finished his thought, the 
grandfather added, “And it doesn’t matter which half of the day you work: the first twelve 
hours or the second twelve hours.” 
 
When we work without oversight, without being driven, and without excuses, then we 
have no need to worry. God will provide. Then, and only then, will we earn money 
productively. 
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor and author. He is a graduate of Northern, Southern, and 
Midwestern Seminaries. He is married to Cindy.  


