
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Transformed: 
My Life in God’s Kingdom,” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages 
related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit.  
 
Introduction: Worship. Every Sunday morning, we gather together to worship. But what 
is worship? An older lady, who had no affinity for contemporary worship, was 
complaining about a particular song. A fellow worshipper responded, "Why, that is not a 
new song -- it is a very old song! David sang that song to Saul." The older lady replied, 
"Well now, for the first time, I understand why Saul threw the javelin at him when he 
sang." 
      Isaiah had an experience with God that is recorded in Isaiah 6. That experience 
changed him and his future. From it, we can learn 6 identifiers of true worship. 
 
1. True worship is not an escape from reality. “in the year that King Uzziah died” (Is. 

6:1) 
 
Worship is something that happens in the midst of life. Isaiah begins this passage 
with the phrase, “In the year that king Uzziah died…”. King Uzziah was, for most of 
his reign, one of the godly kings of Judah. During Uzziah’s reign, the people dwelt in 
safety and relative peace. So long as Uzziah was alive, things were going to be 
good. 
     But now, Uzziah was dead. No one knew what the future might hold. It was a time 
of great uncertainty and apprehension. What would tomorrow be like? 
     For us, it would be the same as saying, “In the year that the Japanese bombed 
Pearl Harbor, I worshipped God. In the year that the bottom fell out of the stock 
market, I worshipped God.” Let’s make it a little more personal. “In the year that I lost 
my job, I worshipped God. In the year that my marriage fell apart, I worshipped God.” 
Worship does not happen apart from life. It happens in the middle of life. Right in the 
middle of all my experiences, good and bad, my responsibility is to worship God. 
 Worship inside church can never be oblivious to what is happening out there. We 
worship not to escape life out there but to deal with life out there. If you want your 
worship in the sanctuary to be true worship, then you bring with you the baggage of 
all that is happening out in the world. Worship will not change what’s happening out 
there, but worship will change you.  
      

2. True worship always focuses on God. (vs. 1b) 
 
Isaiah says that the vision that he had of God was of God “on His throne, high and 
lifted up…” Think what an encouragement that would have been to him. He has just 
mentioned previously that his king has died. Life has gotten scary. In the midst of his 
uncertainties, Isaiah sees God. Where is He? He’s on the throne. We worship a God 
who is settled and in control.  
     True worship always focuses on God. This is where many of us make a mistake. 
We assume that worship focuses on us. I’ve heard many times people talk about 
how they are struggling at church because they are not being fed. But it is rare to 
hear people say anything about whether or not God is being blessed in the worship 
experience.  
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     We do not worship so that we can get something out of the experience. We 
worship so that God can get something out of the experience. And until God gets 
something out of the worship experience, we never will.  
 

3. True worship always begins with a vision of God’s holiness. (vs. 2 - 4) 
 

In recent years, theology and worship have emphasized the personal nature of 
God, the love of God, and joy of God to such a degree that for some reason we’ve 
forgotten that our God is an awesome God. We have almost reformed God into a 
“little buddy” or someone to pal around with. We’ve forgotten that God is such an 
awesome and holy God that to be in His presence is to be filled with wonder. 
     When Moses was aware of God’s presence in the burning bush, Moses was 
afraid. When Jacob had a dream of a staircase or ladder to heaven, he woke up and 
was afraid, because he said, “Surely the Lord is present and I didn’t know it.” And 
the Bible says He was filled with awe. Time and again, when people are aware of the 
presence of God, the Bible describes the experience as one filled with awe and even 
fear. True worship focuses on God’s holiness. 

  
4. True worship helps us understand ourselves and our shortcomings. (vs. 5) 

 
You cannot come into the presence of God without becoming aware of the 

holiness of God and your own lack of holiness. Paul, in Romans 3:23, says, “For all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
     If I compare my basketball ability to my son’s, I look pretty good. If I compare my 
baseball skills to my daughter’s, I look pretty good. I must be a great sportsman. But 
what would happen if I went head-to-head with Steph Curry on the basketball court? 
I don’t have to wonder what would happen. I know what would happen. I would fall 
short of their sporting ability. I would be in the presence of greatness. 
     That’s what happened to Isaiah when he got into the presence of God. He saw 
himself as he really was. Compared to others, he might have looked good. But 
compared to God, he was ruined and undone. He was rotten and naked. 
     Everything that Isaiah had to say concerning his wretched condition had nothing 
to do with his actions, but everything to do with his heart. He didn’t say, “I have said 
unclean things.” He said, “I have unclean lips”. His problem was not that he sinned. 
His problem was that he was a sinner. Our problem is not that we sin. Our problem 
is that we are sinners.  
  

5. True worship causes us to seek forgiveness. (vs. 6 -7)  
 

It would be an awful thing if worship only showed us our condition and didn’t offer 
us a way to change that condition. But it does. Look at what happened to Isaiah. 
• He realized his sin. He knew it had to be judged. 
• He received forgiveness, but it required a painful sacrifice. 
• The forgiveness and cleansing were accomplished by God not by Isaiah. There 

was no self-effort involved. 
In one of John’s NT letters we are told, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our faults, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:8-9) 
     Why do we worship? One reason is to be able to experience that forgiveness. 
WE need to hear the same message that the prophet Isaiah heard: “Your guilt is 
taken away and your sin atoned for.”  
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6. True worship makes a difference in our everyday lives. (vs. 8 -13)  
 

Isaiah had seen how great God was. He had also seen how sinful he was. He 
now understood that there was a job that God was calling someone to do, so he 
gladly said, “Here am I; send me!” It was his worship of God that enabled him to gain 
an understanding of God’s authority to call him to serve. Isaiah didn’t have to be 
pushed into service. He volunteered! “Here am I; send me!” Knowing who He is and 
knowing what I am, it amazes me that God would even want to use me! But He 
does. And so when the opportunity comes, my response should be to jump at the 
opportunity. 
     Did you notice the character of the service that Isaiah was given to do? Sounds 
like loads of fun, doesn’t it? Isaiah volunteered for the job before God filled in all the 
details. How could Isaiah do that? Because he had gained a vision of the God that 
was on the throne. He could trust that God to do what was right and to do what was 
best. 
     True worship makes a difference in your everyday life. Therefore, the test of 
whether or not you have really worshipped cannot be answered while you are within 
the doors of this church. The only way you will know if you have really worshipped is 
by your service outside those doors. 
 

CONCLUSION 
The Call to Worship had just been pronounced starting Easter Sunday Morning service 
in an East Texas church. The choir started its processional, singing "Up from the Grave 
He Arose" as they marched in perfect step down the center aisle to the front of the 
church.  
     The last lady was wearing shoes with very slender heels. Without a thought for her 
fancy heels, she marched toward the grating that covered the hot air register in the 
middle of the aisle. Suddenly the heel of one shoe sank into the hole in the register 
grate. Not wishing to hold up the whole processional, without missing a step, she 
slipped her foot out of her shoe and continued marching down the aisle.  
     The processional moved with clock-like precision. The first man after her spotted the 
situation and without losing a step, reached down and pulled up her shoe, but the entire 
grate came with it! Surprised, but still singing, the man kept on going down the aisle, 
holding in his hand the grate with the shoe attached.  
      Everything still moved like clockwork. Still in tune and still in step, the next man in 
line stepped into the open register and disappeared from sight. The service took on a 
special meaning that Sunday, for just as the choir ended with "Allelujah! Christ arose!" a 
voice was heard under the church shouting, "I hope all of you are out of the way ’cause 
I’m coming out now!" 
     Anything can happen when people gather to worship. The question is whether or not 
God is pleased, and we are changed. Otherwise, we’re just keeping step with the 
person walking in front of us and we’re just putting on a show.   
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