
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:To complement the small group study of Transformed: 
My Life in God’s Kingdom these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point: Choose to follow Jesus. 
 
Introduction: When I was in junior high school, I had to read a poem by Robert Frost 
called, “The Road Not Taken.”  The poem is narrated by a traveler in the woods who 
comes to a fork in the road, and he has to decide which road to take.  According to 
some sources, this poem is often misunderstood.  They say Robert Frost wasn’t talking 
so much about the importance of choices; he was actually talking about the way people 
agonize over decisions that don’t really matter.  Be that as it may, one thing is clear: the 
traveler could not take both roads.  He had to make a decision. 
Most of us make decisions every day, and most of them are unimportant.  Ten years 
from now, most people will not remember where you chose to have lunch today, or 
whether you drank orange juice for breakfast instead of coffee.  On the other hand, 
some choices have long-term consequences.  As a pastor, I have to make a lot of 
decisions.  I don’t waste much time on unimportant decisions, but others affect the 
future of the church.  Those decisions require much thought and prayer. 
In the last section of the Sermon on the Mount, the Lord Jesus set before us a series of 
important choices that have great consequences.  These choices will determine where 
we spend eternity.  What choice will you make? 
 

I. Choose the right path. 
 
A. Jesus described two very different roads. 

1. The wide road. 
a. It is an easy road. 
b. It leads to destruction. 
c. Many follow it. 

2. The narrow road. 
a. It is a difficult road. 
b. It leads to eternal life. 
c. Only a few find it. 

B. What does this mean? 
1. Not everyone will go to heaven. 
2. Far more people will be shut out of heaven than will enter it. 

• Years ago there was a popular book called Embraced by the Light.  
It was written by a woman who claimed she had been to heaven 
and talked with Jesus.  I saw a TV program where she was leading 
a question-and-answer session about her book.  One person 
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asked, “Will everyone go to heaven?”  She replied, “Yes.”  I don’t 
know who that woman talked to, but it definitely was NOT Jesus.    

 
II. Choose the right prophets. 

 
A. Jesus warned against false prophets. 

1. False prophets plagued the church from almost the beginning. 
a. Paul dealt with the Judaizers, who believed that one had to be 

circumcised and keep the law in order to be saved. 
b. John wrote his First Epistle in response to people who did not 

believe Jesus was literally human. 
2. Jesus said you would know them by their fruits. 

a. “Do men gather grapes of thorns?” – The fruit of a plant is a good 
indicator what kind of plant it is. 

b. Good trees might occasionally bear bad fruit, but when a tree bears 
little else but bad fruit, it’s safe to assume it’s a bad tree. 

B. What are some warning signs of a false prophet? 
1. They deny the written Word of God. 
2. They claim sources of authority that they believe are equal to the Bible, 

such as their own “prophecies” and “revelations”. 
3. They make light of Jesus’ atonement and resurrection. 
4. They make light of sin. 
5. They deny the reality of judgment and hell. 
6. They deny that Jesus is the only way to God. 

 
III. Choose the right future. 

 
A. Jesus warned that many will be surprised on Judgment Day. 

1. Their characteristics. 
a. They call Jesus “Lord”, but they did not obey Him. 
b. They have prophesied in the name of Jesus. 
c. They have cast out demons and done “many wondrous works” – 

that is, miracles (Satan is a master counterfeiter). 
2. In spite of these things, they will be cast into hell. 

B. Many people will be turned away from heaven. 
1. Some will be turned away because they trusted in something other 

than Jesus.  These include: 
a. Church membership. 
b. Baptism. 
c. Good works. 
d. Assorted religious rituals. 

2. Others will be turned away because they only went through the 
motions, and never truly submitted to Jesus as Lord of their lives. 
a. The Bible makes no distinction between Jesus the Savior and 

Jesus the Lord.   
b. Jesus said His true followers hear His voice (John 10:27-28). 

 
IV. Choose the right foundation. 

 
A. Once again, Jesus gave two choices. 

1. You can hear and obey Jesus. 
a. Jesus said it was like building a house on a rock. 
b. The storms came, but the house withstood them. 

2. You can reject Him and do things your way. 
a. Jesus said that was like building a house on the sand. 
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b. Such houses may look pretty and be built from the finest materials, 
but if they have no solid foundation, they will collapse. 

B. Is your own life built on Jesus? 
1. The storms in life will come, but if Jesus is your foundation, you can 

withstand anything the world throws at you. 
2. The key is not just hearing, but obeying (James 1:22). 

 
Conclusion: We hear a lot these days about the sovereignty of God.  I believe God is 
sovereign; that is, He controls everything in this universe down to the smallest detail.  
Nevertheless, the Bible clearly states that He leaves some choices up to us.  We 
deserve to spend eternity in hell, but God has opened a way into heaven through the 
death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ.  He invites you to spend eternity with 
Him, but He leaves you to make the decision.  What’s your choice? 
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