
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Unvarnished 
Truth: Life’s Greatest Story these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: A hero can be defined as follows: “A man or woman of distinguished 
valor or enterprise in danger, or fortitude in suffering; a prominent or central personage 
in any remarkable action or event; hence, a great or illustrious person.” 
 
We often witness the personification of that definition of hero as firemen rushing into a 
burning building, or a policewoman rescuing someone from an automobile accident, or 
a soldier throwing himself on a live grenade.  
 
Heroes make a difference. Their deeds are done not for the honor but for the duty. They 
don’t just dazzle us, they enlarge us. They don’t necessarily possess greater gifts, but 
they do unleash a superior spirit. They are known not for what they’ve got, but for what 
they give. An unknown writer once said, “Heroes are the guiding stars in our earthly 
firmament. Heroes not only inspire us, but they prove the greatness of which the human 
spirit is capable. In looking up, we are drawn up.” 
 

1. A hero steps forward at the right time (v. 6). 
Timing has everything to do with heroics. 
 
It has been said, “In every age there comes a time when leaders must come forth to 
meet the needs of the hour. Therefore, there is no potential leader who does not find his 
time. Tragically, there are times when no leader arises for that hour!” 
 
That could not be said of Jesus. “For while we were still helpless, at the appointed 
moment, Christ died for the ungodly” (v. 6). Someone had to come to rescue us. Not 
only did Christ come at a good time in history; he came at exactly the right time—
according to God’s own schedule. And He was the only one who could. 
 

2. A hero sacrifices himself (v. 6). 
It’s hard to imagine a truly greedy hero. Our heroes always put other people ahead of 
their own interests. Examples are plentiful: William Wallace leading fellow Scots into 
battle; Joan of Arc standing on a burning pile of wood; Martin Luther King, Jr. delivering 
his “I have a dream” speech. Father Mychal Judge, a chaplain of the New York Fire 
Department who put himself in harm’s way to minister to those in the collapsing twin 
towers on September 11; most important—Jesus dying on a cross. 
 
Jesus not only came at the right time. He came for the right purpose: “Christ died for the 
ungodly” (v. 6). He always had a sense of purpose. A clarity of vision. A force of 
direction. 
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Jesus’ clear sense of purpose was a constant throughout His life. When Jesus knew it 
was time to allow His life to be ended sacrificially, suffering on a cross in a way that we 
simply cannot imagine, Jesus “determined to journey to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51). Jesus 
set His face. He locked His eyes on target. He cemented His direction. He was going 
somewhere. He owned an unshakeable purpose. He steeled Himself to go to 
Jerusalem, knowing full well what waited for Him there. 
 
He would be the ultimate sacrifice for all humankind. 
 

3. A hero willingly lays his life on the line (vv. 7-8). 
Notice what was said of Jesus, “For rarely will someone die for a just person—though 
for a good person perhaps someone might even dare to die. But God proves His own 
love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us!” (vv. 7-8). Paul 
confirmed something that all of us instinctively assume, “It is very difficult to die for 
someone else.” If we do give our lives for someone else, we do so with the hope that 
they are a good person, that they “deserve” our sacrifice. Amazingly, Christ willingly 
died for the unrighteous. His life wasn’t given because people deserved His sacrifice, 
nor because they earned His sacrifice. He willingly sacrificed His life so that the 
unrighteous and the sinner could be saved.  
 
As a hero, He willingly sacrificed His life so that we could live. The difference was that 
He didn’t die so that we could add a few more years to our lives; He died for our eternal 
life. He doesn’t ask us to make ourselves better first. He doesn’t ask us to straighten up 
and turn over a new leaf. “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (v. 8). 
 
The Army Ranger motto for the past 200 years has been Sua sponte, Latin, meaning “of 
their own accord” or “I chose this.” A Ranger would say, “I volunteered for this. This is 
what I signed on to do. You don’t pay anything for this. I give up my life for you. That’s 
my job.” 
 
When you look to the cross and see Jesus hanging there, what you hear Jesus say is 
“Sua sponte. I volunteered for this. I willingly sacrifice myself for you.” 
 

4. A hero leaves a model for people to live out (vv. 9-10). 
Bernard Malamud said, “Without heroes, we are all plain people and don’t know how far 
we can go.” Heroics have a way of challenging us to live out those acts of bravery and 
valor. 
 
The heroics of the moment always have a lasting impact. Acts of heroism have a future 
focus. Whether it is a fireman rescuing a child from a burning building, or a mother 
staying up late to help her son with math, or a Dad teaching his son the game of 
baseball, we are able to live sacrificially without regret because of what Christ has done 
for us. 
 
Jesus’ heroic mission was to fulfill a redemptive plan. That redemptive plan allowed 
believers to be “saved through Him from (God’s) wrath” (v. 9) and to be “reconciled to 
God through the death of His Son” (v. 10) and to be “saved by His life” (v. 10). 
 
On the morning of September 11, 2001, Al Braca, was at work as a corporate bond 
trader on the 105th floor of Tower One of the World Trade Center. Like so many others 
who were in that building, a week later, Al’s body was found in the rubble. Al’s wife, 
Jeannie, and their son, Christopher, were devastated. Then, the reports began to trickle 
in from friends and acquaintances. Some people on the 105th floor had make a “last 
call” or sent a “final email” to a loved one saying that “a man” was leading people in 
prayer. A few referred to Al by name. Al’s family learned that Al had indeed been 
ministering to people during the attack. When Al realized that they were all trapped in 
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the building and would not be able to escape, Al shared the gospel with a group of fifty 
coworkers and led them in prayer.  
 
This news came as no surprise to Al’s wife, Jeannie. For years, she and Al had been 
praying for the salvation of these men and women. According to Jeannie, Al hated his 
job. He couldn’t stand the environment. It was a world so out of touch with his Christian 
values. But he wouldn’t quit. Al was convinced that God wanted him to stay there, to be 
a light in the darkness, and although Al would not have put it this way, to be a hero. 
 
Likewise, for those of us who have been rescued by Jesus Christ, we who have been 
saved from the grip of hell, we who have come to know Jesus in a personal way 
because of His sacrificial payment on the cross, we have a great obligation to our 
savior: to communicate His message of reconciliation to a lost and dying world. 
 
 

Rick Ezell is a pastor and writer. 


