
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Unvarnished 
Truth: Life’s Greatest Story these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages 
related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from  
the pulpit. Humanity has only one hope because there is only one great Savior. 
Colossians 2:8-15 helps us see that Christ alone fills the role of our Rescuer. 
Introduction: In the 1740’s the slave industry was thriving.  A slave trader, sea captain, 
or ship owner could amass a fortune in his business.  This attracted a young man by the 
name of John Newton, who at the time was a crewman on a naval ship.  In 1745 a slave 
trader paid off a naval captain to let young Newton work for him.  However, through a 
miserable turn of events by his 21st birthday in 1746 Newton who had hoped to become 
a wealthy slave trader had now himself become a slave.  He was enslaved by the very 
employer that promised him wealth and luxury.  He was promised splendor and the 
freedoms of financial security but in reality he wound up a slave.   
We are more like John Newton than we would like to admit. Sin made promises it could 
not deliver. Sin promised wealth, security, and luxury but gave us poverty instead. It 
promised freedom but instead we found slavery. This is the plight of every person born 
on the earth. It is only through Christ that we find freedom. 

1. In Christ we have everything we need 
 
Paul wrote his letter to the Colossians to combat a heresy. We do not know all the 
details of the heresy but we do know they were promoting a “deeper Christian life”. One 
of their favorite words was “fullness”. The Ancient Greeks believed in, and often feared, 
the pleroma (This is the Greek word for fullness). The pleroma was the totality of divine 
powers. This was, more than likely, part of their philosophy that was according to the 
elementary spirits of the world. But Paul says all of this is empty—the opposite of 
fullness. In verse 9 Paul turns the tables on the false teachers by teaching that in Christ 
the whole “fullness” abides permanently. 
Paul challenges the Colossians (and us) to realize everything we need is already found 
in Christ. They were worshipping, or even fearing, inferior things. If Christ is the 
storehouse of all treasures and pleasure then why bother going somewhere else? In 
Christ we have been made complete. Through our union with Christ we already have 
everything we need.    
Trusting in anything other than Christ for your growth or salvation is nothing more than 
empty deceit, and it will leave you enslaved to that. But those who are in union with 
Christ already have everything we need for life and godliness. 
 
 

Sermon Series:  Unvarnished Truth 
To be used with:  Session Four: One Great Savior 
Sermon Title Possibilities: One Great Savior; Slave or Free?; In Christ 

Alone 
Scripture: Colossians 2:8-15 
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2. In Christ we have new life 
 
Colossians 2:11-12a shows us the work of Christ in stripping our old nature away from 
us. But Christ does not just leave us stripped of the old, he also raises us to new life. 
This text shows that Christ not only removes the filth of our sin—but he also transforms 
the spring from which it flows. He is changing our very heart. Baptism is a wonderful 
picture of this, not only that we have died to our old selves but we have also been raised 
to a new life.  
God is inexhaustible in His glory and our enjoyment of Him will be infinite. This is the 
new life that we have been given the very moment we trust in Jesus Christ. I love how 
the Puritan, John Flavel, phrases this: “All of the delights in the sensual life are but as 
the putrid waters of a corrupt pond where toads lie croaking and spawning, compared to 
the crystal streams of the most pure and pleasant fountain”.  Life is found in Jesus.  As 
Flavel would later point out Scripture says that those not in Christ are dead.  “Some 
think it a rare life to live in sensual pleasures, while Scripture will not allow so much as 
the name of life to them, but tells us they are dead while they live.”   
Only in Christ do we truly have life. And in Christ we have life and pleasures evermore. 

3. In Christ our debt is paid in full 
 
We are born with a record of debt which stands against us. As we go through life we do 
not fulfill our obligation to God—we become further indebted. We have failed numerous 
times and every rebellion is written down. God knows everything that you have ever 
done and He has written it in heaven.  And each sin is enough to throw you into hell 
apart from the goodness of God for all of eternity.   
Scripture is clear, we cannot pay this debt. So how will it be conquered? By the work of 
Jesus Christ. He has “forgiven us all our trespasses”, he has “cancelled the record of 
debt”, he “set it aside nailing it to the cross”, and he disarmed the rulers and authorities, 
and shamed them.   
Martin Luther often envisioned himself batting with Satan. In one particular battle, Satan 
was reminding Luther of all his sins.  Luther asked Satan to bring out the scrolls and 
show him all of his sins.  Satan brings out a scroll, very long.  After laboring for a long 
time, they finally completed the scroll, sin after sin after sin.  You can imagine some of 
the sins on there:  lust, anger, pride, rebellion, gluttony, murderous thoughts, not 
treasuring God and many of these multiple times over.  Certainly, Luther could have 
been replaying in his mind those sins.  Some may have even caught him off guard.  As 
they came to the last sin on the scroll, Luther looked at Satan and said, “Is that all?”  
Satan, surprised by this, goes in the back room and brings out another very long scroll.  
They go through the same process; Sin upon sin, upon sin.  Treacherous sins.  Vile 
sins.  Secret sins that nobody even knew but Luther.  All are exposed before him.  He 
certainly would have felt the pain of many of them.  But he stood and took every one of 
them.  Finally, again after a long time had passed they arrive at the bottom.  Again, 
Luther asks, “Is that all”?  Satan, quite shocked by this question again, goes into the 
back room and brings out another very long scroll.  They continue the labor, sin after 
sin.  Each an offense.  Each requiring the death penalty.  Each enough to separate 
Martin from God for eternity.  Even the smallest offense enough to bring about the full 
wrath of God.  Finally, after a long time passes, they get to the last one on the scroll.  
Luther, to Satan’s frustration, but perhaps with exhausted glee, asks “Is that all?”  This 
time, Satan trying to hide the wry smile from his face, says, “Yes, Martin, that is 
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everything”.  Now, Luther tells Satan to grab ink and a pen.  Now, Satan, write upon 
every one of those, “The blood of Jesus Christ His Son covers all sin”.   
Can you claim what Luther did?   
Conclusion: 
Humanity has only one hope. Our great Savior. Mark Dever says it well: 

“A Christian, therefore, knows that if he were to die tonight and stand before God, 
and if God were to say, ‘Why should I let you into my presence?’ the Christian 
would say, ‘You shouldn’t let me in.  I have sinned and owe you a debt that I 
cannot pay back.’  But he wouldn’t stop there.  He would continue, ‘Yet, because 
of your great promises and mercy, I depend on the blood of Jesus Christ shed as 
a substitute for me, paying my moral debt, satisfying your holy and righteous 
requirements, and removing your wrath against sin”.   

Mike Leake is the husband of Nikki, father of Isaiah and Hannah, and lead pastor at 
First Baptist Church in Marionville, MO. His blogging home is http://mikeleake.net   


