
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Unvarnished 
Truth: Life’s Greatest Story these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages 
related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from  
the pulpit. When Jesus changed the Samaritan woman’s life she didn’t stay at the well. 
She went on mission. We must follow in her footsteps.  
Introduction: The atheist magician Penn Jillette once reflected upon his encounter with 
a Gideon who handed him a Bible. Rather than mocking the Gideon, Jillette turned the 
table on those who profess belief in Christ but do not share the gospel:  

"I don't respect that at all. If you believe that there's a heaven and hell and people 
could be going to hell or not getting eternal life or whatever, and you think that it's 
not really worth telling them this because it would make it socially awkward, and 
atheists who think that people shouldn't proselytize -- 'Just leave me alone, keep 
your religion to yourself.' 
"How much do you have to hate somebody to not proselytize?" Jillette asked. 
"How much do you have to hate somebody to believe that everlasting life is 
possible and not tell them that? If I believed beyond a shadow of a doubt that a 
truck was coming at you and you didn't believe it, and that truck was bearing 
down on you, there's a certain point where I tackle you. And this is more 
important than that." 

Transformed people aren’t just transformed for their own benefit. We are changed so 
that we can be instrumental in helping others come to Christ. We see in the story of the 
Samaritan woman that her finding the living water did not stop with her—her impulse 
was to immediately go and tell her community about Jesus. 

1. We must tell other beggars where to get bread 
 
Martin Luther once said that evangelism is just one beggar telling another beggar where 
they had gotten bread. When I read the story of the Samaritan woman I think of that 
Luther quote. She had found the living water. Her first impulse was to tell everyone in 
her community where she found life.  
I wonder if sometimes our struggle with evangelism has more to do with inadequate 
theology than it does fear. If we realized we are beggars and we are speaking to 
beggars certainly this would change our approach. We would no longer view the task of 
evangelism as “us versus them”. This Samaritan woman likely wouldn’t have been an 
ideal candidate for planting a church. She probably wouldn’t have passed most of the 
tests that we use to find the next great evangelist. But what she did have was a 
transformed heart and a passion to tell other beggars where she got bread. This should 
be the story of every redeemed sinner. 
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2. We must tell others what we left behind  
 
John, the beloved disciple, is such a great writer. He puts in little details that seem 
insignificant, things which are so easy to simply gloss over. Have you ever noticed in 
verse 28 the little detail that John mentions? This woman—whose sole job on that day 
was to get water—left her water jar behind.  
This Samaritan woman was at the well to get water for herself and probably her 
boyfriend and others in her community. Once she found the living water she dropped 
her water jar and returned to the community empty-handed. Instead she gave them the 
message of a man that “told me all that I ever did?” You get the idea that what she is 
really saying is that he told her everything that she ever did and yet he still loved her. 
They knew her story. They knew what she left behind. When we’ve been transformed 
like this Samaritan woman we cannot help but tell of what Jesus has rescued us from. 

3. We must tell others who Christ is 
 
This woman’s testimony was not just about the transformation that happened in her life. 
It was centered upon the identity of this man who “told me everything I ever did”. It was 
not just that He loved her even though she had blown it. It wasn’t just that He knew her 
history and was obviously a prophet. The big issue that day was that this man might just 
be the Christ—the Savior—the Rescuer.  
All evangelism must be centered upon the person of Christ. We are not attempting to 
get people to adjust their beliefs to accept a set of facts. We are calling people into a 
relationship with the living God. We are calling them to also drink of this living water. 
Our testimony is important but we must never stop with telling our story. Our story is 
meant to be a bridge to telling the greatest story—the story of God, our fall, and our 
redemption in Christ.  
Conclusion:  
It has been said before that all of the greatest problems in the world (and in our own 
lives) have already been answered at the Cross. Since this is true (the Scriptures tell us 
it is) then why are we wasting so much time trying to solve temporary questions. The 
woman at the well got this. She had so many questions for Jesus that clouded her 
seeing the significant. When Jesus broke through she saw that the only thing which 
mattered was this living water.  
I’m reminded of these words by missionary Nate Saint: 

"And people who do not know the Lord ask why in the world we waste our lives 
as missionaries. They forget that they too are expending their lives and when the 
bubble has burst they will have nothing of eternal significance to show for the 
years they have wasted." 

You’ve been transformed for a reason. Don’t waste your lives on the temporary but fulfill 
God’s calling upon your life.  
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