
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Spoken: The 
Rhythm of God’s Word these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as 
the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: “Though the Bible was written over sixteen centuries by at least forty 
authors, it has one central theme—salvation through faith in Christ,” wrote Max Lucado. 
We see that played out in the two texts—one from the Old Testament and one from the 
New Testament—on which this sermon is based. These two passages form two distinct 
aspects of salvation: one, God promised salvation through His Word, and, two, God 
provided Salvation through His Son. 
 

1. God Promised Salvation through His Word. (Psalm 119:41) 
David, in Psalm 119, prayed for salvation. When he used the word salvation, he was 
asking for more than merely forgiveness from his sins, like we often think of today. For 
David, God’s salvation included the whole person in all areas. God’s salvation would not 
only benefit him spiritually, but also physically, emotionally, and relationally. Salvation 
from God infuses the whole person, making us new, giving us a fresh start. 
 
God’s salvation was synonymous with His love. As God had established a covenant 
relationship with His people, He pursued us, drawing us unto Himself. God’s love 
marked His character. And, it’s God’s love that changes the heart, mind, and soul of a 
person.  
 
God’s desire to deliver, rescue, forgive, restore, and make new was His promise to 
fallen humanity. Repeatedly, throughout His Word, God promised His salvation. David 
was highlighting once again God’s assurance.   
 
Isn’t it comforting to know that we can count on God to come through on His promises? 
God keeps His Word. God is faithful in His love. What God says, He will do. We can 
count on it. 
 

2. God Provided Salvation through His Son. (Luke 1:30-35). 
God’s promise of salvation through His Word was fulfilled through His Son.  
 
Luke, in the New Testament, wrote about Jesus’ birth from Mary’s perspective, whereas 
Matthew’s account was written from Joseph’s perspective. The story of Mary’s 
encounter with the angel, Gabriel, revealed several things about Jesus, God’s Son, the 
agent of salvation. 
 

A. He would be born of a woman. (vv. 30-31a) 
Mary was a poor teenager and a devout believer in God. She was “engaged to a 
man named Joseph” (v. 27). That meant that she had formally agreed to marry him 
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but the “wedding” had not yet taken place. During that period the couple was 
considered to be married and they were called husband and wife but they did not 
live together and they did not consummate their marriage physically. Mary, living 
with her parents (presumably in Nazareth), was waiting with happy anticipation for 
her wedding day.  

 
In her blissful state, Mary was visited by the angel Gabriel. He informed her that she 
would be a source of grace to other people. God’s favor rested upon her. And, she 
would give birth to a son.  

 
Here’s where Gabriel’s encounter with Mary gets interesting, confusing, and fearful. 

 
B. He would be the Savior. (v. 31b) 
Gabriel informed Mary that this child she would conceive and give birth to was to be 
named Jesus, a common name and a popular name, but a highly significant name. 
Jesus is from the Hebrew name Joshua that means “the Lord is salvation.” While 
Luke does not define the name Jesus, the whole Gospel is an unfolding of its 
meaning and a narrative of living up to (even to death) His name. Jesus was born to 
die, in order to save the world. 

 
C. He would be the Messiah. (vv. 32-33) 
While many boys in Mary’s day were named Jesus, Gabriel added a new dimension 
to the boy Mary would conceive and name Jesus. He would be great. The emphasis 
here is on the greatness of the Son, not the greatness of the mother. He would “be 
called the Son of the Most High,” a Messianic title, and God “will give Him the throne 
of His father David,” a fulfillment of the promise given to the people of Israel. These 
designations set Jesus apart from all others and made Him Son of God in a special 
sense. Furthermore, “He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom 
will have no end.” All these titles and designations were fulfillment of Jewish tradition 
and more importantly prophecy. This boy born to Mary was not only the Savior of the 
world, but the long-awaited Jewish Messiah, the fulfillment of prophecy and the hope 
of every Jewish girl about to give birth.  

 
D. He would be divinely conceived. (vv. 34-35) 
By now Mary was bewildered beyond belief and wondered how she could give birth 
since she had not had sexual relations with her husband to be? This was a perfectly 
natural question. She was a virgin after all. Verse 27 mentioned that fact twice. The 
Greek word involved leaves no room for doubt on that issue. It means a young 
woman of marriageable age who has never had sexual relations with a man. How 
can she, a virgin, become pregnant and bear a son? 

 
Mary did not doubt the angel’s word, even though it must have sounded incredible. 
She believed what the angel said. She believed the promise; she did not understand 
how it would happen. 

 
In essence she said to Gabriel, “All right. I’m willing to do my part, but you need to 
explain how we’ll handle this one little problem.” That’s real faith. That’s believing the 
impossible. That’s trusting God when the “facts” argue against it.  

 
Gabriel answered her. Jesus’ conception would be the result of divine activity. Verse 
35 is the only explanation of the Virgin Birth in the entire Bible. Jesus’ birth will be 
the result of the direct intervention of God. The Holy Spirit was the agent of the 
Virgin Birth; overshadowing was the means of the Virgin Birth; the Son of God was 
the result of the Virgin Birth.  
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The word overshadow is key. It was never used of sexual intercourse. It was applied 
to the presence of God in the holy of holies in the Jewish tabernacle and temple. 
Mary’s womb became a tabernacle for the Son of God.  

 
Jesus was holy. Jesus would not share the sinful nature of man. Jesus knew no sin 
and had no sin. He was, therefore, the perfect agent and the acceptable sacrifice to 
accomplish God’s promise of salvation. 

 
 
Conclusion: In church history, Mary has often been portrayed as a kind of misty, other-
worldly figure. That’s a shame because Luke made it clear that she was very real, with 
very real doubts, very real questions, and very real faith. Nowhere is this seen with 
more clarity than in verse 38: “‘I am the Lord’s slave,’ said Mary. ‘May it be to me 
according to your word.’ Then the angel left her” (v. 38). This was one of the greatest 
statements of faith in the entire Bible. It was said by a poor teenager who was going to 
get pregnant; would give birth to a son; and He would be the Son of God. When she 
asked how, the angel said, “Don’t worry about it. The Holy Spirit will cover you like a 
cloud and you’ll end up pregnant.” What would she say to that? 
 
Mary said “Yes.” Yes to God. Yes to the impossible. Yes to the plan of God. And with 
those words Christmas came to the world. 
 
And, it’s by saying “Yes” to God’s Son, trusting in Him by faith that salvation will come to 
all people.  
 
What does God want from us? The same thing he wanted from Mary. A simple faith that 
He will keep His promise as recorded in His Word. And, that He has provided salvation 
through His Son—Jesus.  
 
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor and author, living in South Carolina. 


