
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Spoken: The 
Rhythm of God’s Word these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages 
related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from  
the pulpit.  
Introduction:  
I walked through the massive church building which now housed only about 40-50 
believers. My heart broke. We were in a large inner city and the church was dying. 
Relics of the church’s hey-day from the 70’s were all over the church. I about half-
expected to see disco balls and lava lamps in the fellowship hall. It was apparent that 
this church went all in on cultural relevance in the 70’s. They might have been hip 
then—but they were wildly irrelevant now. It was a sad but fitting illustration of what Os 
Guinness so pointedly said about relevance: 

By our uncritical pursuit of relevance we have actually courted irrelevance; by 
our breathless chase after relevance without a matching commitment to 
faithfulness, we have become not only unfaithful but irrelevant; by our 
determined efforts to redefine ourselves in ways that are more compelling to 
the modern world than are faithful to Christ, we have lost not only our identity 
but our authority and our relevance. Our crying need is to be faithful as well as 
relevant. 

Isaiah 40 shows us that God’s word is eternal. The eternality of God’s Word is a great 
comfort to God’s people. 
1. The eternal word comforts 
The people of Israel had been through a great deal of suffering as they went through 
exile. The prophet Isaiah is writing to a despondent people. They have been in exile for 
some 70 years. Their relationship with the Lord is so jaded that they say things like, “My 
way is hidden from the Lord, and my right is disregarded by my God” (Isaiah 40:27). 
They feel abandoned by the Lord and they’ve given up hope that the God of justice will 
act. 
It is such a wonderful thing when we are discouraged and a dear friend wraps their 
arms around us and gives comfort. “Everything is going to be okay,” they might say. 
Yet, if we are honest we know that they too are mortal. They are not omniscient or 
omnipotent. But what if the eternal and omniscient God of the universe says “comfort”? 
How much more comforting is it when the unchanging God says, “Comfort, comfort”?  
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2. The eternal word shepherds  
Sheep are helpless without a shepherd. When Jesus saw the crowds He saw their 
helplessness and desperation. But this wasn’t the first time the Son of God would have 
witnessed God’s people helpless and without shepherds. Many times throughout the 
history of Israel the priests failed to provide for the people as they should. As a result 
the people drifted away from holiness and into disobedience. And in the case of Isaiah’s 
people they were driven into exile because of their disobedience.  
In Isaiah 40:9-11God Himself comes to shepherd the people and He does this by His 
word. Ultimately, these passages point to Christ who is the Chief Shepherd. God’s Word 
always leads us to safe pasture. It always provides what we need.  
3. The eternal word is without comparison 
Nothing can compare to God’s Word because nothing can compare to its Author. Isaiah 
40 is a summons to behold God. In verse 28 he reminds them that God is the 
everlasting God that does not grow faint and weary. Though 70 years is a lifetime to 
us—it is but a drop in the ocean to the everlasting God. The Lord is strong enough to 
rescue them—not only from the captives but also from their despondency. 
Not only does the Lord have unsearchable understanding and everlasting energy, He 
graciously gives His power to the weak and down-trodden. Those that run on their own 
strength—no matter how vigorous—will eventually tire. But God will never tire. The gods 
of the nations—the handmade and earthy idols—can never save. They are not eternal. 
But nothing compares to God’s eternal Word.  
Conclusion:  
Why would we turn to fads when we have the eternal Word of God? Nothing compares 
to God and His Word. It is incredibly silly, then, for us to pursue relevance through fad-
driven entertainment. Only God’s Word is without comparison. This means nothing in all 
of creation can compete with God’s Word. Nothing is like it. Likewise, the means that 
God uses to shepherd His people is always His Word. Though other things can provide 
temporary comfort only God’s Word is eternal—and only God’s Word can give us the 
eternal comfort we need.  
There is a great song which comes from this hymn, entitled “Behold Our God.” The 
chorus says, Behold our God seated on His throne, Come let us adore Him, Behold our 
King nothing can compare, Come let us adore Him!  Isaiah 40 is a summons for the 
people of God to behold the eternal God through His eternal and unchanging Word. 
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