
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Identity: Living 
Out Who I Am in Christ, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages 
related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit. 
 
Introduction: Philippians 1:27-30 serve as Paul’s potential parting words. He isn’t sure 
whether this will be his last communication with the Philippians or not and so he wants 
them to know what is really significant. His chief concern is that they live worthy of the 
gospel. What he means by that is that they would live in such a way to accurately reflect 
the wonder and majesty and preciousness of Christ and His gospel. And his primary 
focus is not how they live individually but how they live together. The way you “do life 
together” with fellow believers either tells the truth about God or it tells a lie.  

1. Our unity of purpose displays the worth of Christ 
When Paul tells the Philippians to “stand firm” they would have immediately thought of 
the Roman military formation. In this formation the soldiers would line up shoulder to 
shoulder and not budge an inch. If one soldier was out of sync then the entire formation 
would be penetrable. But if they stood unmoving, shoulder to shoulder, they could 
protect that which they were defending. Paul is encouraging the believers at Philippi to 
take up the same formation. They have one main purpose—proclaim the glory of the 
gospel. 
How does “standing firm” in unity display the infinite worth of God’s glory?  Whenever 
we drop our squabbles and differences for the sake of the gospel we accurately reflect 
its value and preciousness.  We are saying, “The gospel is more valuable than my need 
to be correct”.  We will display how much we value God’s glory whenever we stand firm 
in the midst of our differences. Likewise, if we are fighting and living in disunity over 
non-gospel issues we are communicating that there are things more valuable than the 
gospel.  
The disciples of Jesus displayed this perfectly.  Fisherman, tax collectors and zealots 
alike could be in the same band.  Tax collectors were hated by the Jewish people.  They 
were seen as sell-outs.  It would be much like an American in our day making his living 
off making bombs for terrorists.  A Zealot (Simon the Zealot) belonged to a group of 
Jewish militants that sought to overthrow Roman rule in Palestine.  So it is not hard to 
see that in their natural state Simon the Zealot would probably hate Matthew the tax 
collector.  But that is the power of the gospel.  It links tax collectors and Zealots in 
fellowship. 

2. Our unity in effort displays the worth of Christ 
The first point was the defensive strategy.  Stand firm.  Keep a unified front, shoulder to 
shoulder, and you will not be breeched.  The second point is an offensive strategy, 
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strive together.  Not only should you not break under the pressure of opposition but 
exert pressure of your own.  Spread the gospel to the nations, proclaim the gospel and 
live your life in a manner that is worthy of what you are proclaiming.   
We must not only work hard, though, this verse helps us to see that we must work hard 
together. The church must be a bit like a baseball team; every individual doing their own 
part with all their might.  
By fixing our eyes on the goal of spreading God’s glory and then apply the effort and 
discipline and endurance of an athlete is to display how precious God’s glory is.  The 
gospel of God’s glory is so precious that in order to display even a little of its beauty it 
demands all of us. To not give our all to the spreading and enjoying of God’s glory is to 
cheapen it.  Live like it is precious! 

3. Our unity in suffering displays the worth of Christ 
At one point our church was helping a church planter get established in a community. 
One of the things we were looking for was a building—perhaps an older church where 
we could use the building on occasion. When we found one, a church that was about to 
close their doors, we asked for a bit of history. This man informed us that about 40 
years ago they tried really hard to do community outreach but it didn’t work. So they 
gave up. They faced opposition and rather than persevere they hunkered down and 
eventually their church died out.  
Paul gives the Philippians a right way to deal with their struggles and opposition. He 
reminds them that it is a sign of their salvation and of their opponents’ destruction. In 
other words, believers are one the winning side, so do not give up. To give up or to 
cower in fear is to treat the gospel as if it is not powerful, as if it is not precious; it is to 
live as if you are not on the winning side. Fear is an inaccurate display of the worth of 
God’s glory.  
When a church is willing to suffer together they display the infinite worth of Christ. 
 
Conclusion:  
“Thomas” his friend lowered his voice so as not to be heard by the guard.  “I have to ask 
you this favor.  I need to know if what others say about the grace of God is true.  
Tomorrow, when they burn you at the stake, if the pain is tolerable and your mind is still 
at peace, lift your hands above your head.  Do it right before you die.  Thomas, I have to 
know. 
Thomas whispered to his friend, “I will”. 
The next morning Thomas was bound to the stake and the fire was lit.  The fire burned 
a long time, but Thomas remained motionless.  His skin was burnt to a crisp and his 
fingers were gone.  Everyone watching supposed he was dead.  Suddenly, 
miraculously, Thomas lifted his hands, still on fire, over his head.  He reached them up 
to the living God, and then, with great rejoicing, clapped them together three times.  
The people there broke into shouts of praise and applause.  Thomas’ friend had no 
answer. 
At this point we could tell a million other stories of those who have been martyred for 
their faith.  We could talk about the very Paul that wrote this letter who considered the 
infinite worth of God’s glory more precious than his own life when he was beheaded by 
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Nero.  There are countless stories of men, women, and children who have given of their 
lives freely to display accurately the infinite worth of God’s glory.   
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