
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Identity, these 
sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: God wants you to win. He wants you to succeed in living. It is not his plan 
that you and I experience constant defeat and never know the joy of achievement. 
 
But we must realize that people are not born winners. To become a winner involves 
adhering to some habits and some principles that will help us break through the barrier 
of defeat. Where can we find such life-changing principles that will propel us to victory 
and make every day of our life a day of champions? They can be found in one of the 
most successful lives ever lived outside of Jesus Christ, a man of sheer entrepreneurial 
spirit who changed the face of the globe with his venture. His name is Paul. He made a 
habit of winning and uncovered the secrets of success. In one amazing New Testament 
passage Paul unveiled his winning philosophy.  
 

1. Keep reinventing yourself. (vv. 19-23) 
Paul was not a chameleon, changing to suit the whims and pleasure of other people. He 
was focused on reaching and winning people to Christ. To accomplish that goal he 
created an environment where the gospel could flourish. He built relational capital by 
investing in the lives of other people. And, He understood and adapted to the cultures 
and mores of each people group in order to communicate the gospel more clearly.  
 
Successful people are continually reinventing and remaking themselves. They know that 
what made them successful this year will not make them successful next year. While 
their goal does not change their strategies do. Christian leaders are fond of saying in 
reference to our attempts to reach people with the gospel message: “Our methods may 
change but our message never does.” The strategies for reaching people adapt to the 
cultural context. But the outcome remains the same: “to save people for the sake of the 
gospel.” 
 

2. Develop a positive attitude. (v. 24) 
Paul referred to the Isthmian games that were held in Corinth. These games were a 
forerunner to the Olympic Games. Everyone in his audience could picture these games. 
They knew that not every contestant won the race, but each entered the race wanting to 
win.  
 
Win or lose, get in the race and run as if you intend to win. Reject ideas of failure and 
defeat. You will not be successful every time, but at least, run the race like you expect 
to finish on the winner's platform. Nothing is so urgent to the winner than an attitude that 
expects achievement.  
 
All the great winners in history have understood this great principle--almost any 
situation, good or bad, is affected by the positive, winning attitude we bring to it.  
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Winners approach problems with a can-do attitude and emerge strong from tragedies. 
Studies suggest that positive people earn more money, do better in school, are healthier 
and perhaps even live longer than pessimists. Victor Frankl wrote, “Attitudes are a lot 
like diapers. If you don’t change them once in a while, they start stinking.” Attitudes 
rooted in Christ cannot help but be positive. 
 

3. Determine purposeful goals. (v. 26)  
Paul was not a drifter. His destinations were not fuzzy. He knew where he was going. 
He was goal-orientated. As he ran his spiritual race, and as he worked for the cause of 
Christ, he kept his eyes glued to the tape. And his goals were always in line with the 
overarching purposes of God. This was the second secret to his success.  
 
The life of modern man is often characterized by busyness. People often talk about a 
lack of time, but the problem with man is not a lack of time, but a lack of direction.  
 
Many people are drifting anywhere instead of going somewhere. A cartoon showed two 
men on Mars, looking down at the people in this world, scurrying here and there, and 
everywhere. One said to the other, "What are they doing?" The other replied, "They are 
going." "But," said the first, "where are they going?" "Oh," said the other, "they are not 
going anywhere, they are just going." And to go just anywhere is the certain way to 
arrive at nowhere.  
 
Success comes through the progressive realization of a person’s purposeful, 
predetermined goals. A lot of people have goals, but they are not in cooperation with the 
purposes of God. Like the old saying, “Many people get caught up in making a living; 
they fail to make a life.”  
 

4. Discover the power of discipline. (vv. 25-27)   
We often think success is based on gifts and talents. And, while gifts and talents are 
necessary, they are not the lone ingredient to success. The most successful people 
have learned the power of discipline. And, that discipline is maintained throughout their 
lives.  
 
For most, discipline is something to be avoided rather than something to be desired. But 
only those who have made the discovery of the power of discipline ever really succeed. 
To be what you are and to accomplish what you were sent to accomplish demands that 
you come under the authority of the risen Christ. That submission is discipline.  
 
Paul reminded us that Christian champions aren't born, they are made. And the tool that 
forges them is discipline and training. Without discipline victory will always be out of 
reach.  
 
The word discipline means "strength within," carrying the idea of mastering oneself 
instead of giving in to impulse and overindulgence. In our language today, discipline 
means giving up the good and the better for the best. It means postponing temporary 
pleasure in order to reap future dividends.  
 
You don't need talent to succeed. We all have witnessed people with far less talent and 
looks and personality than us surpass us in our vocations. It’s been said, “What you do 
need is a big pot of glue. You smear some on your chair and some on the seat of your 
pants, you sit down, and you stick with every project until you've done the best you can 
do.” 
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Conclusion: Putting these habits into practice under the leadership of the Holy Spirit 
will result in success. Not success for our sake, but successes for God’s kingdom, as 
people are reached and discipled. 
 

Rick Ezell is a pastor and author living in Greer, SC. 


