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Victory — Session 4 — EXTRA! Ideas for Adults 
Date: March 26, 2017 
Victorious Faith 
The Point: My faith in God makes me victorious. 

 

Get Into the Study 

Use this story to introduce the theme of faith in the face of difficulty. 

Lucille Conlin Horn recently passed away at the age of 96. While most children born in 1920 wouldn’t be expected 
to live for almost a century, Horn’s passing has made news across the country because she wasn’t expected to live 
for even a day. 

Horn weighed only 2 lbs when she and her twin sister were born prematurely in Brooklyn in 1920. In a 2015 
interview, Horn told of how her twin sister passed away shortly after birth. Horn reported that the doctor told her 
parents to delay the funeral because she wasn’t expected to survive the day either. According to Horn, her father 
responded: “Well, that's impossible. She’s alive now. We have to do something for her.” 

Horn’s father wrapped her in a towel and took her to a sideshow doctor on Coney Island. Dr. Martin Couney 
pioneered the use of incubators for premature babies. Hospitals weren’t yet using incubators, so Dr. Couney 
funded his life-saving work by charging admission for onlookers to view the tiny babies in a sideshow. 

Dr. Couney estimated that 7500 of the 8500 babies survived at what he called his “baby farm,” which remained at 
Coney Island until the early 1940s when incubators became common in hospitals. 

Even in the face of unbelievable odds, Horn’s parents had hoped Dr. Couney would do what he promised. Horn 
said she returned years later to visit Couney at the incubators, “and there was a man standing in front of one of 
the incubators looking at his baby, and Dr. Couney went over to him and he tapped him on the shoulder. He said, 
'Look at this young lady. She's one of our babies. And that's how your baby's gonna grow up." 

Dr. Couney was pointing to past success to inspire faith in future success. 

As Christians, we have a hope in what is true, and an informed faith based on what has been proven throughout 
history and in our own lives. God always remains true to His promises. 

-- Nikki Wilbanks is a stay-at- home mom, writer, Bible study leader, and commercial real estate appraiser/investor. 
She graduated from Pepperdine University, and lives with her husband and two children in Murfreesboro, TN. 

 

Study the Bible 

Begin by sharing the following news story: 

In February 2017, NASA announced that astronomers have found at least seven Earth-sized planets outside of our 
solar system. These seven planets surround the star named TRAPPIST-1. Scientists suggest that these are rocky 
planets and conditions are such that they could possibly have oceans on the surface. 

Say: The wonders of God’s creation are evident all around us, even as scientists are making new discoveries. 

Then read Question #2 (How can the creation around us fuel our faith in the unseen God?)(PSG p. 49) and invite 
volunteers to respond to the question. 

Information for this post was gleaned from here: 

http://www.cnn.com/2017/02/22/world/new-exoplanets-discovery-nasa/ 

http://www.latimes.com/local/obituaries/la-me-lucille-conlin-horn-20170224-story.html
http://www.cnn.com/2017/02/22/world/new-exoplanets-discovery-nasa/


— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal government of the 
United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North Carolina.  

 

Additional Questions 

Icebreaker 

 What scientific facts or truths do we believe without being able to see them visually? 

 Whose word do you trust with or without factual evidence? 

 What comes to mind when you hear the word "faith"? 

Hebrews 11:1-3 

 What have you seen recently that gives you confidence in the reality of God? 

 How do we demonstrate confidence in God and His power? 

 How do we tend to use the word "faith" today? How does that compare to how the Bible defines faith? 

 What compels you to have faith in God even though you can't see Him? 

Hebrews 11:4 

 What's the difference in Cain and Abel's sacrifices? 

 How does the story of Cain and Abel illustrate the concept of faith? 

 When are you tempted to offer God less than your best? 

 How do we guard against offering God less than our best? 

 When it comes to people you know personally, who demonstrates deep faith? 

Hebrews 11:5-6 

 How do we typically attempt to please God in our culture today? 

 Why is faith necessary for pleasing God? 

 What step of faith do you need to take today? How can this group pray for and support you in that step? 

 What is the relationship between faith and works? Can you have one without the other? 

 


