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Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

CONNECTION POINT: Jesus offers hope to mankind.
THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: We fix things that are broken, and when life breaks down we try to fix
it. Our culture offers more than enough “fixes”—pharmaceutical remedies, religious practices,
and changes in lifestyle. At best, we might mask the problem, but we can’t remove it. The Bible
points us to the only way we can experience victory over life’s burdens: Jesus meets us at our
point of need and offers us what no one or nothing else can. 
.

THE POINT: When we come to Jesus, we find hope.
• What’s your parents’ most overused phrase?
• Why do we often come to Jesus as a last resort?
•  What connection did the centurion make between authority and 

faith?
• When has your faith in Jesus helped you find hope?

Discuss the following quote: “Hope is called the anchor of the 
soul because it gives stability to the Christian life.” 1—R. C. Sproul
1. R. C. Sproul, The Purpose of God: An Exposition of Ephesians (Ross-shire: Christian Focus, 2006).

.

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to take practical 
steps to take his or her faith and Live It Out in the Personal Study 
Guide.

Here are some ways you can encourage your students to live out their 
faith with Christ personally, in community, and in their culture:

Here are some ways you can encourage your students to live out 
their faith with Christ personally, in community, and in their culture:
•  CHRIST: Rather than depending on ourselves for help and 

guidance, God desires for us to depend on Him. Talk with your 
student about ways to depend on God more deeply.

•  COMMUNITY: Encourage your student this week as he or she 
ministers to friends in need of love and encouragement.

•  CULTURE: Discuss with your student ways to demonstrate the hope 
of the gospel in your community.  

LUKE 2:40-52 

LIVE IT OUT: Recall with your 
child that Jesus was a person, 
in addition to being God. Jesus 
experienced the same things 
your child experiences during 
his childhood. Help your child be 
thankful that he can worship Jesus, 
who understands his struggles and 
knows just what he needs.

When Jesus was 12, He went with Mary and Joseph to Jerusalem for 
the Passover Feast.  

When the feast was over, His parents began their long trip 
home to Nazareth. After traveling all day, Jesus’ parents started 
searching for Him. They couldn’t find him. 

Mary and Joseph went back to Jerusalem to look for Him 
there. After three days they finally found Him. Jesus was in the 
temple, listening to the teachers and asking them questions. The 
teachers were amazed at what Jesus knew and understood. 

Mary told Jesus that they were worried about Him. “Why were 
you looking for Me?” Jesus asked. “Didn’t you know I’d be in my 
Father’s house?” 

Jesus went back to Nazareth. Jesus grew wiser, taller, and 
people thought well of Him. God was pleased with Jesus.

LUKE 2:40-52 

LIVE IT OUT: Make a growth chart 
for your preschooler. Attach a tape 
measure to the wall and measure 
her height and weight and record 
them. Periodically measure and 
weigh your child. Talk about how 
she is growing and the new things 
she can do. Thank God together 
that she is growing like Jesus grew. 

As a boy, Jesus lived with Mary and Joseph in Nazareth. Jesus grew 
taller and stronger. He was learning many things.

When Jesus was twelve years old, He traveled to Jerusalem 
with His family to celebrate the Passover. When the feast was 
over, Mary and Joseph began to travel to Nazareth. After traveling 
for a day, they looked for Jesus, but they could not find Him.

Mary and Joseph hurried back to Jerusalem. They found Him 
in the temple (church). He was sitting with the teachers, listening 
and asking them questions. Mary said to Jesus, “We have been 
looking for You.”

Jesus said, “Why were you looking for Me? Didn’t you know I 
would be in the temple learning about God?”

Jesus traveled back to Nazareth with Mary and Joseph. He 
obeyed His parents. Jesus continued to grow and learn.

MATTHEW 8:5-13
Hope for the Win


