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Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

CONNECTION POINT: Jesus is the Savior.
THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: As Americans, we pride ourselves on being free people. We parade our 
rights and freedoms and applaud the one who stands as an individual free from others. But are we 
really free? True freedom is only an illusion without Christ. Without Him, we experience the worst 
form of slavery: being mastered by sin that leads to death. Victory over such a master is only possible 
because Christ has stepped in and set us free.

THE POINT: Sin is no longer my master, Jesus is.
• What habits are you happy to have left behind?
• Why is it so easy to become a slave to sin?
• What does it mean to be dead to sin?
• What help can we expect to receive when fi ghting sin?

Discuss the following quote: “Indeed, baptism is a vow, a sacred 
vow of the believer to follow Christ. Just as a wedding celebrates 
the fusion of two hearts, baptism celebrates the union of sinner 
with Savior.”1—Max Lucado
1. Max Lucado, “Baptism: The Demonstration of Devotion,” Max Lucado [online], 22 March 2012, 
[accessed 13 September 2016]. Available from the Internet: https://maxlucado.com/baptism-the-
demonstration-ofdevotion/#..

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to take practical 
steps to take his or her faith and Live It Out in the Personal Study 
Guide. 

Here are some ways you can encourage your students to live out 
their faith with Christ personally, in community, and in their culture:

•  CHRIST: Help your student identify the sin in his or her life, and 
eliminate it on order to grow closer to God.

•  ßCOMMUNITY: Your student needs a close friend that is able to act 
as an accountability partner. Help your student identify a trusted 
friend to act in this role.

•  CULTURE: Encourage your student to follow Jesus with every 
step. This could be done by helping a friend, sharing the gospel, or 
encouraging a fellow believer.

MATTHEW 3:13-17; LUKE 1:1-25, 
57-80; 3:1-22; JOHN 1:19-37 

LIVE IT OUT: As you think about 
this week’s Bible story, help your 
child remember that everything 
Jesus did was an act of obedience 
to God. Discuss ways your child 
can follow Jesus’ example to start 
becoming more like Him.  

Zechariah was a priest. He and his wife had no children. One day an 
angel appeared and told Zechariah his wife would have a baby. He 
was to name the baby John. John would prepare the way for Jesus. 

Zechariah did not believe this could happen. He and Elizabeth 
were so old. Because he did not believe, the angel said Zechariah 
would not be able to speak until the baby was born and named. 

Elizabeth had the baby just like the angel said. They named 
him John. Zechariah could speak again, and he praised God. 

John grew up.  He lived and preached in the desert. John said 
people should repent and be baptized. One day Jesus came to 
be baptized. John did not think he was good enough to baptize 
Jesus, but Jesus convinced him. When Jesus was baptized, God’s 
Holy Spirit came down like a dove. A voice said, “This is My Son. I 
love Him. I am pleased.” 

MATTHEW 3:13-17; LUKE 1:1-25, 
57-80; 3:1-22; JOHN 1:19-37 

LIVE IT OUT: Use the tune “Are 
You Sleeping?” to sing the following 
words with your preschooler: “God 
sent Jesus; God sent Jesus. He loves 
us; He loves us. Jesus is God’s Son; 
Jesus is God’s Son. Thank You, God; 
Thank You, God.”

Zechariah and Elizabeth did not have any children. An angel told 
Zechariah that they would have a baby boy. Zechariah did not 
believe Gabriel, so Zechariah could not talk until the baby was born.

Elizabeth and Zechariah named their baby John. John grew 
up to tell people about Jesus. He lived in the desert and wore a 
leather belt around his waist. His clothes were made of camel 
hair, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He told the people the 
right things to do and about the good news of Jesus.

John told the people, “Someone more powerful and greater 
than I will come.” He told them to get ready for Jesus, God’s Son. 

John baptized many people. One day Jesus went to the river 
where John was. John knew that Jesus was God’s Son. John 
baptized Jesus. Then a dove appeared, and God’s voice was heard 
saying that Jesus was God’s Son.

ROMANS 6:4-14
Freedom for the Win


